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CONSULTATION ON LONDON BOROUGH OF BEXLEY LOCAL 
PLAN REGULATION 19 PROPOSED SUBMISSION VERSION 

 

 
1. Summary 

 

1.1 The London Borough of Bexley has consulted the Borough Council on the 
proposed submission version of the Bexley Local Plan.  Appendix B sets out the 
proposed responses to the consultation. 

2.  RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1  That the Council’s response, as set out in Appendix B to the report, to the Bexley 

Proposed Submission Local Plan, be endorsed. 

 
3.  Background and Discussion  

 
3.1. The London Borough of Bexley (LLB) is consulting on its Draft Local Plan 

from 28 May 2021 to 25 July 2021.  This is available for inspection in the 
Members’ Room and electronically using the following link: 
https://www.bexley.gov.uk/consultations/draft-local-plan-regulation-19-
consultation.  This follows earlier Local Plan consultations on which 
Dartford Borough submitted officer level comments. 

 
3.2. All Local Plans within London Boroughs are required to conform with the 

recently approved London Plan 2021.  The amount of development 
which has to be provided in Bexley is largely set out in the London Plan. 
 

3.3. The Bexley Draft Local Plan sets out where development will be located 
in the LLB during the plan period which runs to 2038.  The key spatial 
diagram illustrates the spatial strategy for the LLB (see Appendix A).  
The spatial strategy is set out in policy SP1.  This seeks to identify 
housing, industrial and commercial growth: 

 In locations within easy walking distance of town centres and 
railway stations and other areas with good public transport 
access levels 

 In designated industrial locations (specifically for industrial 
growth and intensification); and 

 Within the remainder of the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
London Plan Opportunity Area 

 
3.4. The Draft Plan makes clear that: 

 the LLB will seek to meet the Mayor’s 10 year housing target for 
the Bexley (policy SP2); 

 provision will be made for gypsy and traveller pitches (policy 
SP2); 

 economic development will be focussed in locations which 
intensify land uses and are well-connected (policy SP3); 
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 services, facilities and open spaces that are required to support 
growth will be identified, developed, completed and safeguarded 
(policy SP7); 

 Green Infrastructure, including the Green Belt, will be protected 
(policy SP8) – there are no proposals to amend the Green Belt 
boundaries; 

 LLB is working to achieve a comprehensive, high quality, safe, 
integrated and sustainable transport system including working 
with the Crossrail to Ebbsfleet (C2E) partnership to secure the 
potential extension of the Elizabeth line (policy SP10) – land is 
safeguarded for this in policy SP11 and on the Policies Map; and 

 development proposals should support the plans to secure 
investment in, deliver and operate a number of key pieces of 
transport infrastructure, including a cycling/walking crossing of 
the River Darent north of the A206 Bob Dunn Way and targeted 
traffic capacity increases on the South Thames Development 
Route (A206/A2016) (policy SP11) – the A206 is safeguarded for 
dualling between Bob Dunn Way and Crayford Way on the 
Policies Map.  

 
3.5. The proposed response to the Bexley Draft Local Plan is set out in 

Appendix B.  It is recommended that the Council supports the strategic 
approach to growth set out in policies SP1, SP2, SP3, SP7 and SP8.  
The approach will involve Bexley meeting its development needs by 
focussing on areas most accessible by sustainable modes of transport, 
making efficient use of land, ensuring that supporting infrastructure is 
provided and protecting the Green Belt.  The area of Green Belt between 
Bexley and Dartford Boroughs is particularly important in checking the 
unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas and preventing neighbouring 
towns merging into one another. 
 

3.6. It is also recommended that the Council supports the approach set out 
in policies SP10 and SP11 as they generally promote modal shift away 
from the use of the car, support the potential extension of the Elizabeth 
Line into Dartford and Ebbsfleet and Policy SP10 commits to working 
with Highways England in relation to understanding, finding solutions 
and delivering necessary infrastructure interventions on the strategic 
road network.  Dartford Borough Council recognises the longstanding 
issues of congestion on the A206 between Bob Dunn Way and Crayford 
Way and understands the rationale for seeking improvements to the 
A206 as set out in policy SP11.  LBB, Dartford Borough Council and 
Highways England are all members of a Steering Group which is actively 
seeking to take forward design of a scheme for improvements to junction 
1A of the A282/M25 Tunnel Approach road. 

 
Duty to Co-operate 
 

3.7. Local planning authorities are under a duty to co-operate with each other 
on strategic matters that cross administrative boundaries.  LBB has 
produced a Statement of Compliance with the Duty to Cooperate.  This 
refers to meetings that have been held between officers of Bexley and 
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Dartford Councils throughout the Local Plan production process.  It also 
anticipates that a statement of common ground between the two 
authorities will be produced.  The two parties are working towards a 
statement of common ground in advance of the submission of the 
Dartford and Bexley Local Plans later this year.  The Councils also have 
a close working relationship in relation to the C2E project and junction 
1A of the A282/M25 Tunnel Approach Road. 
 

4.  Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
 
4.1 The Council’s Corporate Plan includes a number of relevant strategic 

aims: 

 To promote an environment which is attractive, with improved air 
quality and which provides a realistic choice of travel options 

 To create strong and self-reliant communities 
 

5.  Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments 
 

Financial Implications None. 

Legal Implications None. 

Staffing Implications None. 

Administrative 
Implications 

None. 

Risk Assessment None. 

 
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 
 

Not applicable 
 
7. Appendices 
 

Appendix A – Bexley Draft Local Plan Key Spatial Diagram 
Appendix B – Dartford Borough Council’s proposed response to the 
London Borough of Bexley Draft Local Plan 
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